THE SANCTUARY OF DIANA

At the confluence of the Beli and Cherni Lom rivers, three stone
inscriptions dedicated to Diana Plestrensis were found in different years of
the 20th century, testifying to the existence of a large sanctuary here in
between the 1% and the 3™ centuries. The inscriptions (see the picture) are
exhibited in the Lapidarium of Ruse Museum. As a result of the
archaeological excavations in 1985 and 2018, the remains of two large
buildings that were part of the cult complex of Diana were discovered.

The first of them is located next to the left bank of the Beli Lom
River. It is rectangular and its length exceeds 30 m. The earliest items are
from the period of the 1% century BC-1% century, and the latest from the 2™
and 3" centuries.

The second building consists of four rooms, the central one having a
roughly square plan and a semicircle (apse) on one side. The coins, the
bronze ornament and the fragments of household ceramics found there
show that the building was used in the 4" or at the beginning of the 5"
century.

The complex can be reached following the marked paths from the
village of Koshov, Obretenka area and Ivanovski Rock Churches.
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MECTHOCT CMECHUHTE /CMECHTE

47m H.B.,Ha3,2 km u3touHo ot c. UBaHoBO, 00A.Pyce
Koopaunatu: - 43.6853° c. u.; -26.0011° u. A.

Tyk npeMuHaBawuTe npe3 AyHaBcKaTa paBHMHA M
AbAGOKMTE KaHbOHOBHAHW AOAMHHU C MHOXECTBO MEaHADH,
roASiMa 4acT oT Kouto B MpupoAaeH napk ,PyceHcku Aom*,
peku Yepnu Nom u bean Aom ob6pasyBaT peka PyceHCKH
Aom. Mo npaBa AMHMA Pa3CTOAHWETO AO YCTHETO U € eABa
17,6 km, a MCTHHCKaTa M AbAKMHA e 50 km. BAuBa ce B

peka AyHas (Ha 498-u km), Ha 16 m H.B., B rpaa Pyce.
Yephu Nom ripemuHasa npes obuuHume Tbpeosulie, [loroso
u Onaka (06n. Twpzosuwe) u [Jee mozunu u KeaHoso (obn.
Pyce). [AwmxuHama U e 130 km, kosimo u ompex0a 19-0 Msicmo
cped pekume Ha bwbreapus. Mseupa om H0XHOMO MOOHOXUEe
Ha Jlunsakckomo nnamo, Ha 480 m H.8., Ha 1,3km
cesepou3moyYHO om cesio AriekcaHOposo, obuwuHa Tbpzaosuue.
Hadi-eonemusim U npumok, peka baHucku Jlom, oOu Ha4yasiomo
cu om u3sop-yewma (Ha 312 m H.8.) 8 [pazaHosckume
8UCOYUHU, pa3srosioxeHa 8 cerso Cywuuya, obuwjuHa Cmpaxuua.

Beau Aom 800U Ha4yasiomo cu om u3eop-dyewma ,[laadewme”
(Ha 404 m H.8) 0o c. Ocmposye, npemuHasa [pe3
obwuHUmMe flosHuya u Pasgpad (0bn. Paszpad) u Bsmoso u
MeaHoeo (0bn. Pyce). [lpumok Ha benu Jlom e pexka Marku Jlom,
KosiImo 800U Ha4aslomo cu om 4Yewma-u3eop ,lLlapcka dyewma®,
Ha 328 m H.e., Ha 1,4 km cesepouzmo4yHo om c. [onsamo
Hoeo, obwuHa Tepeosuwe. [vmkuHama Ha benu Jlom e 147
km, kodmo U ompex0da 15-0 msicmo cped pekume Ha bbreapusi.
Benu Jlom ce npuema 3a Hayasno Ha peka PyceHcku Jlom. 3ae0Ho
c peka benu Jlom Ob/mxkuHama Ha PyceHcku Jlom cmasa 197 km
u 3aema 12-0 Msicmo no ObmxuHa 8 bbr2apus.



