ST. DIMITAR BASARBOVSKI ROCK MONASTERY

The Monastery of St. Dimitar Basarbovski is the only functioning
rock monastery in Bulgaria. It was declared an archaeological cultural
monument of local importance in 1978.

The earliest historical information about the existence of the
monastery in this place dates from the 15th century in Turkish documents
of the Nikopol Sanjak, where it is noted as ,Besaraba monastery” - a
property with 14 households in the village. According to the biographies,
the monk Dimitar Basarbovski lived in the nearby village of Basarbovo in
the 17th century. Dimitar walked along the Lom River and found a cave
with a monastery. At the end of his life, he lay down between two stones
and died, and his body remained incorruptible for a long time. The coming
waters of the river carried away the body, and the relics were discovered
33 years later at the bottom of the river in a miraculous way and placed in
a church in the village, built on the site of the saint’s father's house, and
later in the rock monastery.

The relics of St. Dimitar Basarbovski are now in the Patriarchal
Church of Saints Constantine and Helen on the Dyalul Patriasiei hill in
Bucharest. They were transferred there in 1774 during the first Russo-
Turkish war. It is believed that Bucharest was chosen as a city close to
Ruse and connected to the Bulgarian population around it. The relics are
revered by the population of the whole of Romania, and the saint is
perceived as its heavenly patron.

The Rock Monastery of St. Dimitar Basarbovski is located in the

village of Basarbovo, 12 km from the town of Ruse.



CKAJIEH MAHACTMWHP ,,CB. IMMUTHP BACAPBOBCKH"
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Ceern lumutsp bacap6oBcku

Bcuukn Obarapcku cBeTUM ca HEOTMEHHA YacT OT MpaBOCIaBHATA TpaaulUs
u kynrypa. Cpen Tax ce Hapexaa u Cs. lumutrbp bacapOoBcku, KOWTO KuBee Mpe3
XVII Bex. TuxuaTr u CKpOMEH >XMBOT Ha TO3U OBJATAPUH CE€ cpellla C MOYUTTa U
obuura, ¢ KoiATO OuMBaA 3a00MKOJIEH B pyMbHCKaTa cToauia bykypem. B
IIPaBOCJIAaBHUS KaJIEHAAap NaMeTTa Ha TOo3W boxu yrogHuk ce dvectBa Ha 27
oktomBpu. [lountra KBM HETO € pasmpocTpaHeHa B bwarapckara, Pyckara u
PymbHCKaTa nmpaBocinaBHU IbpKBU. CBelEHUATA 3a KUBOTA HA CB. J{UMUTBHp He ca
MHOroOpoiiHu u ce cbhabpkar B Mcropusara na cB. Ilaucuit Xunennmapcku, B
KUTUMHUTE NAHHU U ChXpaHeHU npenanuss. OOUIOTO MEXAY BCUYKH CBEJICHHS €

CKPOMHUSIT U ,,He3a0esIe’KuM’’ KUBOT Ha CB. JJTUMHUTHD.

CHOpC}I ITancueBara HUCTOPHA CBETCUBT HAMA AYXOBCH CaH, )KUBCC OCKBIHO
" CC IMMpEXpaHBa OT MAJIKO JIO3€ U HAKOJIKO Ha 6p0ﬁ OBIIC. HpeKapBa TakKa Hejausa Cu
JKUBOT ¥ €iBa CJIca CMBPTTA My MCCTHOTO HACCIICHUC pa361/1pa, ye B 0JIM30CT J0 TAX
€ JKuUBSa OJlarodyecTuB YOBCK, YHUUTO MOIIHU CC IPOCIaBAT C HCTICHUC U

4y/10TBOPCTBO.

He e u3BecTHO Kora BB3HMKBA HaW-paHHOTO >KUTHE Ha CBETElla, HO IIO-
OIPE/ICJICHO MOYUTAHETO Ha MaMETTa MYy CE€ CBbpP3Ba C HAMUPAHETO HA HETJICHHUTE
My MOIIM U YyJOTBOPCTBOTO MOJ TSAXHO Bb3AeicTBUE. ChIIECTBYBAT JBE )KUTHS 3a
cBerena. Te maBat peauiia moapoOHOCTH, KOUTO pa3KpHUBAT YEPTHU OT XapakTepa Ha
Cs. Jumutbp. OT MambK TOM OMJI B3eJ PEIICHUETO Ja TOCBETH ce0e CH U )KMBOTA CU
Ha bora. HeroBara cbBecT 1 100poTa OMIM Taka CHITHHU, Y€ KOTaTO MO HEBHUMAaHHE
HAaCTBIIMJI €HO THE3J0 C MTHYCHIIAa TPH TOJWHU HE O0O0ya “BHHOBHUS~ CH Kpak,
HE3aBHCUMO OT Ce30Ha. YIMOpPUTOCTTa B OopbaTra ChC CTPACTUTE M JIHOOOBTA KBM
Xpucra, mnoarukHaiu CB. JuMUTBp Ja NOTHPCU YyEIMHEHHE BBB Beue
CBIIECTBYBAIIUS CKaJ€H MaHAcCTUp MO TeuyeHueTo Ha peka Jlom. Tam cBeTensT
NpOoaABbJDKUI cBos moABur. Cien kato I'ocnoa My OTKpHMIT yaca Ha HEroBata CMbpT,
CB. IuMuThp U3IA3BJI OT MaHACTHUpa U Mpejan ayxa cu bory, cien kaTto jgerHan
MEXy JBa KamMbka Hemaned. B mocneacTBue, mpu €HO CHJIHO NPUMXKIAHE, peKa
JloM 3aisiia CBEeTUTE MOIIY M T€ OWJIM OTKPHUTH Ha MECTHOTO HAacEJIECHHE MHOTO T10-

KBbCHO 110 0c00eHO boxkue 01aroBojeHue.



Cs. luMuTHp ce SIBWJI Ha €JHa JEBOIKa, cTpajalia oT 3bJ ayX, oOelaBailku
M U3IEpeHue, ako MOIuTe My ObAaT u3BajaeHu. OTKPUBAHETO HA CBETUTE OCTAHKU
ce MPEBBPHATIO B THPKECTBO 3a bacapOoBO M MPOCIABUIIO CEJIOTO CPEA OKOJTHUTE
XPUCTUSHU. 3a HETO Y3HAJI W BJAIIKUAT BIAIETE, KOUTO TMOXeJIal Ja MpeHece
cBeTUHsITa B cBouTe 3emu. Cleq KaTo BCHUYKO OWIJIO MOATOTBEHO U MOIIUTE
THP>KECTBEHO OMIU MOeTH, o boxkuii mpomMucks Ouiia pa3KpuTa BOJATA HA CBETEIA.
Tol oTka3Ban Ja HAIyCHE POJHUTE NpeAciau. BramkusaT BiaageTes ce MOKOPUI Ha
Boxxusita BoJist 1 HA MOCOUEHOTO MSICTO, Hacpen ceno bacapOoBo, u3aUTrHAI Xpam, B
KOMTO MOIIUTE C€ MPOCIaBUIN ¢ MHOTO dyjaeca. CHOMEHBT 3a €/lHa 4acT OT TAX ca
ChbXpAHEHU U ce npeaaBat u aHec. Momute Ha CB. IUMUTBDP ca NPOUYYTH C MHOTO
yyjeca, cpell IbPBUTE, OT KOUTO € MPEKPaTIBAHETO HA YyMHATa €MUJIEMUs, KOATO

HU3MBYBaJa Irpajga 1o BpeMe Ha NpPpEHACAHCTO HAa CBETUTC OCTaHKMU.

B bwearapus octanan MmaHacTupa, B KOMUTO C€ IMOJABH3aBall CBETEIBT 0 CBOETO
yCIIeHUE — BTOpaTa o0uTes mo nmopeuneTo Ha pexa Jlom cien rpan Pyce. [Ipennonara
ce, 4e HErOBOTO Bb3HUKBAHE CE KOPEHU B 3JIaTHUS MEPHUOJI 32 CKATHOTO MOHAIIECTBO

B [Tonomuero — npe3 XIII — XIV Bek.
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Saint Dimitar Basarbovski

All Bulgarian saints are an integral part of the Orthodox tradition and culture.
Among them is St. Dimitar Basarbovski, who lived in the 17th century. The quiet
and modest life of this Bulgarian is met with the respect and love with which he is
surrounded in the Romanian capital of Bucharest. In the Orthodox calendar, the
memory of this saint of God is celebrated on October 27. Veneration for him is
widespread in the Bulgarian, Russian, and Romanian Orthodox Churches.
Information about the life of St. Dimitar is not numerous and is contained in the
History of St. Paisius of Hilendar, in the biographical data, and preserved traditions.
The commonality between all the information is the modest and inconspicuous life
of St. Dimitar.

According to the book written by Paisius of Hilendar, the saint has no spiritual
rank, lives meagerly, and supports himself from a small vineyard and a few sheep.



He spent his entire life like this, and only after his death did the local population
realize that a pious man lived near them, whose relics were glorified with
incorruptibility and miracles.

It is not known when the earliest life of the saint arose. The veneration of his
memory is associated with the finding of his incorruptible relics and the miracles
performed under their influence. There are two written accounts about the life of the
saint. They provide some details that reveal traits of the character of St. Demetrius.
From an early age, he had decided to dedicate himself and his life to God. His
conscience and kindness were so strong that when he inadvertently stepped on a nest
with birds, he did not put on his “guilty” foot for three years, regardless of the
season. Persistence in the struggle with passion and love for Christ prompted St.
Demetrius to seek solitude in the already-existing rock monastery along the
Rusenski Lom River valley. There, the saint continued his asceticism. After the Lord
revealed to him the hour of his death, St. Demetrius left the monastery and gave up
his spirit to God by lying between two stones. Subsequently, during a severe flood,
the River Lom flooded the holy relics, and they were discovered by the local
population much later by God's special grace.

St. Demetrius appeared to a girl suffering from an evil spirit, promising her
healing if his relics were removed. The discovery of the holy remains became a
celebration for Basarbovo and glorified the village among the surrounding
Christians. The Wallachian ruler also learned about it, and he decided that he wanted
to transfer the holy relics to his lands. After everything was prepared and the relics
were solemnly received, by God's providence the will of the saint was revealed. He
refused to leave his native land. The Wallachian ruler obeyed the will of God and at
the indicated place, in the middle of the village of Basarbovo, erected a temple, in
which the relics were glorified with many miracles. The memory of some of them
has been preserved and is still passed down today. The relics of St. Demetrius are
famous for many miracles, among the first of which is the cessation of the plague
epidemic that tormented the city during the transfer of the holy remains.

In Bulgaria, the monastery in which the saint asceticized until his repose
remained - the second monastery along the Lom River after the city of Ruse. It is



assumed that its origin is rooted in the golden period for rock monasticism in the

Polom region - in the 13th - 14th centuries.




.W(.,ur..fvz
ﬂl‘ - .ﬂ MOnor -




